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68 Years of Informing Rhode Island’s Residential Construction Industry

see WORKFORCE...page 28

Instructors praise new adult training and RIBA 
efforts to meet industry's need for skilled labor. 
Contact Elise Geddes at RIBA, (401) 438-7400 
or egeddes@ribuilders.org for more information. 

Editor

In response to member and industry needs...

Workforce training set
for broad expansion this year

Home Show plays to rave reviews

Providence Mayor Jorge Elorza cuts the ribbon to of  cially open the 69th Rhode Island Home Show, 
at the Rhode Island Convention Center, Providence, on April 4th. With the mayor are, from left, Of  ce 
of Energy Resources Commissioner Carol Grant, Secretary of Commerce Stefan Pryor (representing 
Gov. Gina Raimondo), Federation of Garden Clubs President Blakely Szosz, John Bentz of the RIBA 
Education and Workforce Development Committee, Dept. of Labor and Training Director Scott R. 
Jensen, RIBA President Timothy A. Stasiunas, Senate President Dominick J. Ruggerio, Robert J. 
Baldwin of the RIBA Education and Workforce Development Committee, Brian Schuster of National 
Grid, and Steven Osborn of the Dept. of Education. Story and photos begin on page 6.
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Spotlight: H.A. Fisher Homes

The Rhode Island

Builder
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The Rhode Island Builder Magazine is published monthly by the 
R.I. Builders Association, 450 Veterans Memorial Pkwy. #301, East 
Providence, RI 02914, tel. (401) 438-7400, fax (401) 438-7446, e-mail 
INFO@RIBUILDERS.ORG.  Advertising information is available on 
the Internet at www.RIBUILDERS.org or from New River Press at (888) 
273-1941 (ext. 1). Claims and representations made in advertising are 
the sole responsibility of the advertiser.  and 
the R.I. Builders Association neither endorse nor guarantee advertiser 
claims. Readers may submit articles and photographs of interest to 
the residential building and remodeling industries in Rhode Island, 
but the publishing director and editor may reject any submission or 
advertisement. While designed to provide accurate and authoritative 
information on the subjects covered, 

and the Rhode Island Builders Association are not engaged in 
rendering legal, accounting or other professional or technical advice 
or product support. Accordingly, RIBA cannot warrant the accuracy 
of all legal or technical information contained herein and disclaims 
any and all liability which may result from publication or reliance on 
the information provided.Unless otherwise noted, articles may not be 
reprinted without the written permission of the publishing director.

is edited, designed and produced by New 
River Press, 645 Fairmount St., Woonsocket, RI 02895, tel. (401) 250-
5760 (ext. 1), fax (401) 356-0913, e-mail builder@newriverpress.com.

see NET ZERO...page 29

Member hailed for  rst 
Net Zero Ready development in R.I.

Dignitaries appear during a press conference at National Grid's Energy Innovation 
Hub in Providence on April 1st to celebrate plans for the  rst Zero Net Energy 
Ready residential development in the state. From left are Brian Schuster of National 
Grid, developer Hugh A. Fisher of h.a. Fisher Homes, Rep. K. Joseph Shekarchi 
(D-Warwick), Of  ce of Energy Resources Commissioner Carol Grant, Warwick Mayor 
Joseph J. Solomon, and Chris Porter of National Grid.

Editor
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RIBA Calendar of  Events

LOOKING AHEAD!
May 2nd: Networking Night - 4:30 to 7 p.m., sponsored by Na  onal Building Products. Rhode Island Builders As-

socia  on Headquarters, East Providence. FREE for members and their guests. Informa  on on page 14. 

May 6th: RIBA Monthly Board of Directors Meeting - 4 p.m. networking, 4:30 p.m. business mee  ng, RIBA head-
quarters, East Providence. Guest Speaker: President of the Senate Dominick Ruggerio. RIBA members are invited 
to a  end for informa  onal purposes. Please note that this mee  ng is on a Monday, not the usual Tuesday. For 
more informa  on and to register, contact Elizabeth Carpenter, ecarpenter@ribuilders.org, or call (401) 438-7400.

May 9th: State-Mandated Continuing Education for Contractors - 5 Credit Hours -  Topics are Working with Topics are Working with 
Building Officials / Understanding the 1&2-Family Building CodeBuilding Officials / Understanding the 1&2-Family Building Code. Details on page 22. 

May 14th: State-Mandated Continuing Education for Contractors - 5 Credit Hours -  Topics are Topics are CRLB Law, 
Regula  ons and Contracts Review. Details on page 22.

May 16th: Professional Women in Building May Meeting - 5:30 to 8 p.m., The Tile Shop, 1400 Bald Hill Rd., War-
wick. Details on Page 11. 

May 22nd: State-Mandated Continuing Education for Contractors - 5 Credit Hours - Topic is Topic is Deck Codes. 
Details on page 22.

June 6th: Sixth Annual Networking Barbecue - 4-7 p.m. at RIBA headquarters. Sponsored by Douglas Lumber, 
Kitchens & Home Center. FREE for members and non-members thanks to Douglas, but registration is required. A 
brief mee  ng of the RIBA Board of Directors will take place at 4 p.m. Members may a  end for informa  onal pur-
poses. For information and to register, contact Elise Geddes at (401) 438-7400 or egeddesribuilders.org. 
Details on page 14.

August 9th: 69th Annual RIBA Outing and Clambake - Noon to 8 p.m. at Francis Farm, Rehoboth, Mass. Watch for 
more informa  on. To become a sponsor, contact Elizabeth Carpenter at (401) 438-7400 or ecarpenter@ribuilders.
org. Premier Sponsors will have exhibit space at the Clambake. 

September 19th: Networking Night - 4:30 to 7 p.m., sponsored by Andersen Corp. Rhode Island Builders Associa-
 on Headquarters, East Providence. FREE for members and their guests. Related story on page 14.

October 10th: Networking Night - 4:30 to 7 p.m., sponsored by PMC Media Group. Rhode Island Builders Associa-
 on Headquarters, East Providence. FREE for members and their guests. Related story on page 14.

More information, registration and payment for most RIBA events is available at RIBUILDERS.org.
 Indicates a RIBA-sponsored event.Indicates a RIBA-sponsored event.  

Designates a course eligible for Rhode Island and/or Massachusetts state-mandated continuing education credits. Contact RIBA for confirmation.
(S) Class will be taught in Spanish.Class will be taught in Spanish.

Visit RIBAEducates.com for access to 24-7 continuing education! 
Online courses include Scaffold Safety, Workplace Safety, Con  ned Spaces, Ladder Safety and more, each worth one 
credit hour of state-mandated continuing education. Just as with RIBA's onsite courses (see page 22), online courses 
are FREE of tuition charges for members and their employees. Just use your coupon at the online checkout. NEED A 

COUPON CODE? CALL RIBA AT (401) 438-7400. Non-members: $12 per credit hour. For information about online or on-
site courses: Contact Sheila McCarthy smccarthy@ribuilders.org or (401) 438-7400.

Take RIBA classes online at RIBAeducates.com
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Thanks to all who made 
the Home Show a success!
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The 69th Annual Home Show

Turns  les spin as many thousands
visit RIBA's 2019 Home Show

On set-up day one, April 1st, construction students assemble 
a gazebo as part of the Flower and Garden portion of the 
Home Show.

Construction students lay  ooring for the AARP Age-Friendly 
Home display.

Over 1,000 CTE students participate in exhibit 
construction and show set-up.  

Editor

Help from many volunteers

New attractions 

see HOME SHOW...page 29

Photo by Joe Cracco
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The 69th Annual Home Show

By set-up day three, Wednesday, the exhibits took shape. 
Here, construction students put  nishing touches on the 
garden house.

Rhode Island Commerce Secretary Stefan Pryor, at left, 
represents Gov. Gina Raimondo at the Home Show Opening 
Ceremony. At center is John Bentz of RIBA's Education and 

Workforce Development Committee.
 

Chariho Instructor David Bannister, left, checks in with set-
up coordinators Louis Cotoia Jr. and Cheryl Boyd.

After the opening ceremony, here are RIBA President 
Timothy A. Stasiunas and Kathy LaRiviere of the Rhode 
Island Federation of Garden Clubs.

Students assemble one of the Garden Show 
outdoor living exhibits.

RIBA Executive Officer John Marcantonio welcomes visitors 
to the opening ceremony, as CTE students who helped build 
the exhibits applaud Home Show organizers.
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The 69th Annual Home Show

Ken Adams of J.K.L. Engineering Inc. develops a lead.

Things were busy for Erika Pearson,  
Stephanie McShane and the rest of the team from 

RI Kitchen & Bath.

Alan Wornham of Santoro Oil Co. makes a point about home 
heating.   

The crowded aisles on Home Show day three.

Just before the Home Show opens on Thursday, 
Linda Bohmbach of Home Healthsmith tests her 
demonstration stairlift.

Ready for the show opening are Kevin Lima of Coventry 
Lumber and Don Hamel of Andersen Corp.
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The 69th Annual Home Show

Ready for the Home Show to open on Thursday are 
Marc Petrowicz of Unilock®, with Mike Acton and 
Bob Rocchio of Arnold Lumber Co.  

Tom Kelly and Sean O'Brien of Ecologic Insulation Inc.   
seem to mirror their merry men on the monitor.

Alex Mitchell of Meridian Custom Homes, center, is beset 
by leads on day three.

The team from Pella Windows and Doors included 
Jackie Pagel, Kevin Conchinha Robert Marchand, 

Steve Dickinson and David Newell.

Jonas Crofter of South County Post & Beam cultivates a 
customer. 

Sounding good were S. Jeffrey Mulholland and Jose Silva of 
Mulholland Audio/Video.
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SPONSORS:
Andersen Corp., Don Hamel and the Circle of Excellence Dealers • Arnold Lumber Co. 

Arnold Lumber's Backyard • Blakeley Interior Design • Builders Insurance 
Group • Douglas Lumber, Kitchens & Home Center • Elan® • National Building 

Products • Riverhead Building Supply • FINETCO®/Coventry Lumber
National Grid • Rhode Island Federation of Garden Clubs • Rhode Island Builders Association

American Association of Retired Persons • American Automobile Association
Rhode Island Energy Efficiency and Resource Management Council • Central Nurseries

Providence Art Club • Mulholland Audio Video • NBC 10
Pella Windows & Doors • Lighting & Design by J&K Electric • RI Kitchen & Bath

Rhode Island Lumber and Building Materials Dealers Association • Future Farmers of America
Seaside Casual Furniture • Unilock®

Special thanks to... 
Paul McConnell and the sta   of the Rhode Island Dept. of Education

Fred Gill and the sta   and students of the New England Institute of Technology
and RIBA members who assisted the students: 

Jesse Maynard of Maynard Construction • Joe Cracco of Modern Yankee Builders • Ron Caniglia of Stand Corp. 
Pariseault Builders • And to the supplier members who assisted by 

trucking exhibit components from the CTE schools:
Arnold Lumber Co., Inc. • FINETCO®/Coventry Lumber • Douglas Lumber, Kitchens & Home Center

L. Sweet Lumber • National Building Products • Riverhead Building Supply

...and to the staff and students of:
 Burrillville High School • Chariho Area Career and Technical Center

Coventry Regional Career & Technical Center
William M. Davies Jr. Career & Technical High School • DelSesto Middle School

East Providence Area Career and Technical Center • Metropolitan Regional Career & Technical Center
Narragansett High School • Newport Area Career and Technical Center

Ponagansett High School • Providence Career and Technical Academy • South Kingstown High School 
Mount Hope High School • Warwick Area Career and Technical Center • West Warwick High School• West Bay Collaborative

Westerly High School • Woonsocket Area Career and Technical Center • YouthBuild Preparatory Academy
The Residential Construction Workforce Partnership • Rogers High School

And the members of our hard-working Home Show Committee!
Chairman Louis Cotoia of Arnold Lumber Co., Inc. 

Cheryl Boyd of the Rhode Island Builders Association Sta   • Elizabeth Carpenter of the Rhode Island Builders Association Sta  
Mary B. Cool of California Closets • Elise Fargnoli of the Providence Art Club

Gianna Pagliarini of Central Nurseries • Darren Jodoin of Paradigm Media Group
RIBA Executive O   cer John Marcantonio • Paradigm Media Group

Blakeley Szosz of the Rhode Island Federation of Garden Clubs 
Robert D. Yo  e of Yo  e Exposition Services Inc. • Greg Breene of the Narragansett FFA

Kathy LaRiviere of the R.I. Federation of Garden Clubs • Janelle Photopoulos of Blakely Interior Design

The 69th Annual Home Show

The Rhode Island Builders Association thanks 
the many sponsors and contributors who helped

make the 2019 Home Show a great success! 
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RIBA Happenings: Professional Women in Building
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RIBA Happenings: Build PAC
The Rhode Island Builders Association's Build PAC held 
a fundraiser at the Eleven Forty Nine Restaurant in East 

Greenwich on March  21st. The Build PAC raises funds to 
help support pro-housing candidates for state and local 

of  ce, regardless of party. It was also a great networking 
opportunity for contractors and suppliers. Here, from left, 

are Mike McDole of National Building Products, Steve 
Fitzgerald of Fitzgerald Building and Remodeling, and 

Don Hamel of Andersen Corp.

       

Also shining that evening were the folks from Newport 
Solar: Kara Kilmartin, Brad Peterson, Mark Cordeiro, 
Angela Tuoni and Doug Sabetti. 

Here's Dan Abramson from Nortek, with Alex Mitchell of 
Meridian Custom Homes and Jeff Mulholland 

of Mulholland Audio/Video.

It's Robin Garceau of Robin Garceau Interiors, Jason Oliveira of 
Douglas Lumber, Kitchens and Home Center, Susan Gertsacov 
and Jackie Simas. 

Networking on safety are Jose Marcano of J.M. Painting, 
Jhonny Leyva of Heroica Construction and Scott Asprey of 

Risk & Safety Management.

Talking politics are Thom Marandola of Tomark 
Construction, Ed Ladouceur of the Stormtite Co. and Ken 
Jones of Ken Jones Construction.

For more information about the 
Rhode Island Builders Association 
Build PAC, contact RIBA Executive 

Of  cer John Marcantonio at (401) 438-
7400 or jmarcantonio@ribuilders.org.
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Member News

Networking BBQ slated for June 6
WHEN: Thursday, June 6th, 4 to 7 
p.m.    
WHERE: Rhode Island Builders 
Association headquarters, 450 
Veterans Memorial Pkwy. #301, East 
Providence 02914   
COST: FREE for members and their 
guests     
FOR INFORMATION & TO 
REGISTER: Contact Elise Geddes at 
egeddes@ribuilders.org, or call (401) 
438-7400.

Members and guests turn out for a previous RIBA Annual Networking Barbecue. 
More than 150 people are expected this year, with the event generously sponsored 
by Douglas Lumber, Kitchens & Home Center, along with Andersen Corp., IKO and 
Royal Building Products 

May 2: Spring Networking Night

RIBA members and guests enjoy the Spring Networking Night 
sponsored by National Building Products at RIBA headquarters in 
2018.

WHEN: Thursday, May 2nd, 4:30 to 7 p.m.   
WHERE: Rhode Island Builders Association 
headquarters, 450 Veterans Memorial Pkwy. #301, 
East Providence 02914     
COST: FREE for members and their guests 
SPONSOR: National Building Products  
FOR INFORMATION & TO REGISTER: Contact 
Elise Geddes at egeddes@ribuilders.org, or call 
(401) 438-7400.

-Elise Geddes
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At FINETCO®: 
Stergis™ Window 
and Door Systems! 

™

®

Coventry Lumber, Coventry, R.I. • 401-821-2800
E.L. Morse Lumber, Wareham, MA • 508-295-1170
Waterford Building Supply, Waterford, CT. • 860-443-1167
West Haven Lumber, West Haven, CT • 203-933-1641
www.  netco.net •Page 16

Fagan Door Corp., Coventry, R.I. • 401-262-4352

fagandoor.com • Page 20

From Fagan Door: 
Attention Contractors!
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At Pella® Windows & Doors: Pella Lifestyle Series!

Pella Windows & Doors
Seekonk, Mass.• 508-336-6890
Newport , R.I. •401-314-0814
Westerly, R.I. •401-322-1333
Centerville, Mass. (Cape Cod) 508-771-9730 
Corporate Headquarters, Fall River, Mass.  This Page 
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Editor

Member News

Member Pro  le: R.J. Fournier of Pariseault Builders

He keeps them safe!

Pariseault Builders
Safety Of  cer: Ronald J. Fournier
RIBA member since: 2017
Focus: General Construction
Serves: Southern New England
Founded: 1946
Based: Warwick, Rhode Island 

R.J. Fournier
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We celebrate h.a. Fisher Homes
and the state's  rst Zero Net Energy development 

Member News

Wyn  eld Place 

Related story on page 2.

Members of the media, dignitaries and electrical students from the Warwick Area Career and 
Technical Center gather at National Grid's Energy Innovation Hub on April 1st.
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Con  nuing Educa  on for Contractors
Courses headlined in RED on the Educa  on Pages qualify for state-mandated con  nuing educa  on requirements. 
EVERY RESIDENTIAL CONTRACTOR registered to work in Rhode Island must take  ve hours of con  nuing educa  on 

before his or her next renewal date, and must provide class cer   cates as evidence of comple  on. 

WHEN: Thursday, May 9th, 7:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
WHERE: Rhode Island Builders Association headquarters, 
450 Veterans Memorial Pky #301, East Providence 02914 
COST: FREE for members and their employees, with a 
$15 materials/registration fee. $150 for non-members, 
with a $15 materials/registration fee.   
DEADLINE TO REGISTER: One week before class 
FOR INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER: Contact 
Sheila McCarthy at smccarthy@ribuilders.org, or call (401) 
438-7400.

Five Credit Hours:
Working with Building O   cials Understanding the 1&2 Family Building Code

May 9th

WHEN: Wednesday, May 22nd, 7:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
WHERE: Rhode Island Builders Association headquarters, 
450 Veterans Memorial Pky #301, East Providence 02914 
COST: FREE for members and their employees, with a 
$15 materials/registration fee. $150 for non-members, 
with a $15 materials/registration fee.   
DEADLINE TO REGISTER: One week before class 
FOR INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER: Contact 
Sheila McCarthy at smccarthy@ribuilders.org, or call (401) 
438-7400.

Five Credit Hours: 

The Education Page

Deck Construc  on Codes
May 22nd

Five Credit Hours: 
CRB Law, Regula  ons and Contracts Review 

May 14th

WHEN: Tuesday, May 14th, 7:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  
WHERE: Rhode Island Builders Association headquarters, 
450 Veterans Memorial Pky #301, East Providence 02914 
COST: FREE for members and their employees, with a 
$15 materials/registration fee. $150 for non-members, 
with a $15 materials/registration fee.   
DEADLINE TO REGISTER: One week before class 
FOR INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER: Contact 
Sheila McCarthy at smccarthy@ribuilders.org, or call (401) 
438-7400.
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A Conversation on the Housing Crisis, with...

Brenda Clement
Director, HousingWorks RI at Roger Williams University

see INTERVIEW...next page

Brenda Clement has over 20 years of 
experience in the housing and community-
development  elds. Before assuming her 
current post, she was executive director 
of the Citizens Housing and Planning 
Association (CHAPA), a not-for-pro  t um-
brella organization for affordable housing 
and community development activities in 
Massachusetts, from 2012-2016. She also 
served as executive director of the Housing 
Action Coalition of Rhode Island, and of the 
Housing Network. Ms. Clement is a found-
ing member of the New England Housing 
Network and served on the board of the 
National Low Income Housing Coalition for 
nine years and just recently completed her 
term as chairwoman. She holds a bachelor 
of arts in political science/economics from 
Providence College and a juris doctor from 
Washington College of Law at American 
University. 
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INTERVIEW...from previous page



www.ribuilders.org May 2019/25

RIBA Safety Service Update

JM Pain  ng is  rst member
to use free Safety Service 

Editor

RIBA Safety Of  cer Scott Asprey, left, with José Marcano of J.M. Painting, the  rst 
member to book a free jobsite inspection with the association's new Safety Service.

Legislative/Regulatory News

Trainee License: Follow instruc  ons, says DLT
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Legislative/Regulatory News

Sweeping zoning reform in Minneapolis
called na  onal model  

Higher densities, more home building 
encouraged throughout city.

Editor
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Resources 
for RIBA members who work 

in Massachuse  s
The Rhode Island Builder

Massachusetts News

$11.6 million in MassHousing  nancing 
to renovate two workforce housing communi  es
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Our Future Workforce

WORKFORCE...from page 1

Several Rhode Island building officials visited the CCTP 
class at Chariho Career and Technical Center on March 10th 

to observe the training and speak to the students. Speakers 
included William J. Nash Jr., local representative of the 
International Code Council (ICC). 

On March 19th, CLEAResult’s John Erickson provides the 
Chariho CCTP students some energy-code training, with a  
blower door testing demonstration at a local home that's 
being remodeled. 
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NET ZERO...from page 2

HOME SHOW...from page 6

See 
the list on page 9.



30/May 2019 www.ribuilders.orgwww.ribuilders.org

The Market Place
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